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Calendar of Events

December/January

School Resumes on

January 3rd.

Enjoy the Christmas

Break!!

12/21 Mass 10:10 AM

Full Day

Christmas Program
1:00

12/22 No School

01/3 School Resumes

01/7 Mass 10:10 AM

Full Day

The “O Antiphons” refer to the seven
antiphons that are recited (or chanted) pre-
ceding the Magnificat during Vespers of the
Liturgy of the Hours. They cover the special
period of Advent preparation known as the
Octave before Christmas, Dec. 17-23, with
Dec. 24 being Christmas Eve and Vespers for
that evening being for the Christmas Vigil.

The importance of “O Antiphons” is
twofold: Each one highlights a title for the
Messiah: O Sapientia (O Wisdom), O Adonai
(O Lord), O Radix Jesse (O Root of Jesse), O
Clavis David (O Key of David), O Oriens (O
Rising Sun), O Rex Gentium (O King of the
Nations), and O Emmanuel. Also, each one
refers to the prophecy of Isaiah of the coming
of the Messiah. (more info on page 3)

The Great O Antiphons

A Special Christmas Greeting

To Our Parents

On behalf of Father Foley, Sister Joyce and Sister Myra
and the entire faculty and staff of our school, we would like to
wish all of our parents a heartfelt Merry Christmas and a faith
filled, happy and blessed New Year.

We are grateful that you have chosen to send your chil-
dren to St. Mary of the Assumption School to learn about the
things of God as well as the things of this world. With God’s help
and your support, I’m sure 2011 will be another great year of
learning at St. Mary’s. Merry Christmas everyone!

Fourth Week of
Advent

Sr. Joyce would like to express her heartfelt gratitude to all the Faculty, Staff, and School
Families for your many expressions of prayers and sympathy. Your support gives me
strength during this time of the loss of my Mother, Marie Marks.

Christmas Eve

Friday, Dec 24th

All Masses are at
the Church.

No Overflow Mass
at the school!

Special Donation from Hallmark of Dunkirk

A special “Thank You” to the Ladies of Hallmark in Dunkirk, Joanne, Laura, Ludy, Karen,
Kris, Terri, and Tiffany, for donating the Snowman Band Players as well as books for the
5th grade classroom. The music and story will continue to be enjoyed through out the
year. A big thank you to the ladies, we wish them a very Merry Christmas.



Christmas Mass Schedule

Christmas Eve ~ Friday, December 24th

• 5:00 pm in Church ~ Contemporary Choir
• There will NOT be a 5:15pm overflow Mass at the School
• 8:00 pm ~ Gospel Choir
• 12 Midnight ~ Traditional Choir

CHRISTMAS CAROLS WITH THE TRADITIONAL CHOIR: Music will flourish with the Traditional Choir and
guests, Ms. May Rybak and Mr. Rick Pasciuto, Trp., augmenting our ensemble. Choir, Solo and Duet
selections will be featured. The congregation will be asked to join us in some well known Christmas
Carols. Carols will start at 11:30pm before the midnight Mass.

Christmas Day ~ Saturday, December 25th

10:00am ~ Cantor and Organist ~ No Confessions

PLEASE NOTE: Christmas Mass does NOT fulfill
your Sunday obligation for Sunday December 26th.

Saturday, January 1, 2011
Feast of the Solemnity of the Virgin Mary

Not a Holy Day of Obligation
Masses January 1, 2011:
10:00am & 5:30pm Epiphany Vigil Mass
Confessions 4:15-5:15pm

Sunday, January 2nd
The Epiphany of the Lord

Masses: 7:30, 9:30 & 11:30am

Parish Offices will be Closed:
December 24th and December 31st



Praising the Names of Jesus:
The Antiphons of Advent

It is especially in the final week of Advent that our attention is fixed on the messi-
anic promises proclaimed by the ancient prophets of Israel. A distinctive feature of the
Liturgy of the Hours in this week preceding the Christmas vigil is the antiphon sung at
Vespers (evening prayer) before and after the recitation of the Magnificat. Originally incor-
porated into the monastic office in the Middle Ages, these antiphons, often called the
"Greater Antiphons" or the "O Antiphons", are also echoed in the daily lectionary as the
verse for the gospel acclamation during this week. They add a mood of eager expectation
to the liturgy that builds throughout these seven days and climaxes at Christmas.

The O Antiphons have been described as "a unique work of art and a special ornament of
the pre-Christmas liturgy, filled with the Spirit of the Word of God". They "create a poetry
that fills the liturgy with its splendor", and their composer shows "a magnificent command
of the Bible's wealth of motifs". The antiphons are, in fact, a collage of Old Testament
types of Christ. Their predominant theme is messianic, stressing the hope of the Savior's
coming. Jesus is invoked by various titles, mainly taken from the prophet Isaiah. The se-
quence progresses historically, from the beginning, before creation, to the very gates of
Bethlehem.

In their structure, each of the seven antiphons follows the same pattern, resembling
a traditional liturgical prayer. Each O Antiphon begins with an invocation of the expected
Messiah, followed by praise of him under one of his particular titles. Each ends with a pe-
tition for God's people, relevant to the title by which he is addressed, and the cry for him
to "Come".

The seven titles attributed to Jesus in the antiphons are Wisdom (Sapientia in
Latin), Ruler of the House of Israel (Adonai), Root of Jesse (Radix), Key of David (Clavis),
Rising Dawn (Oriens), King of the Gentiles (Rex). and Emmanuel. In Latin the initials of
the titles make an acrostic which, when read backwards. means: "Tomorrow I will be
there" ("Ero cras"). To the medieval mind this was clearly a reference to the approaching
Christmas vigil.

Today the O Antiphons are most familiar to us in the hymn "O come, O come Em-
manuel". Each verse of the hymn parallels one of the antiphons. In addition to their use
in the Liturgy of the Hours and the gospel acclamation, they have been popularly incorpo-
rated into church devotions and family prayer. An Advent prayer service for use at home,
in school, or in the events of parish life can be built around the singing or recitation of the
antiphons, accompanied by the related Scripture readings and prayers. They can be
prayed at family dinner times or with the lighting of the Advent wreath, with a short expla-
nation of their biblical background. The titles can also be depicted by simple symbols -
for example, on banners and posters or in bulletin illustrations - to help us to reflect on
these Advent themes.







September 2010

Dear Parents and Staff of St. Mary's of the Assumption:

Giant A+ Bonus Buck will begins on October 4, 2010 and runs through April
1, 2010. Food Lion and Target run year round.

YOU MUST RE-REGISTER YOUR CARD EVERY YEAR

Please sign up on the website, or send your name and completed bonus
numbers and I will do it for you.

Log on to www.giantfood.com and designate our school on-line with code 00578.

Log on to www.target.com and designate our school on-line with code 17938.

OR

Send in the form below to the school c/o Shannon McCreary, Grade 5;

Barbara McCreary

(301) 675-0752

Giant Coordinator
barbibaby66@yahoo.com

GIANT

LAST NAME:___________________________________

Giant Card Number:_____________________________

FOOD LION

LAST NAME:___________________________________












